tion. Of course, it is possible that this has only been a temporary phenomenon and that the months to come will show a return to previous levels. Yet, in the absence of any spectacular single event to acount for this downturn, we may very well be on the way to success in bringing cigarette smoking under some kind of control.
Harvard Anesthesia Center
A 5-year grant of $3,326,365 from the National Institute of General Medical Sciences, Public Health Service, has been awarded to Harvard University Medical School for the establishment of an anesthesia center directed toward improved, scientific patient care. The need for concern with the quality of anesthetic care is stressed by the fact that an estimated 10,000 persons die each year in the United States from causes related to anesthesia.
This grant for an anesthesiology center is the second of its kind to be awarded by the Institute. The first, awarded in June 1967, was used to establish an anesthesiology center at the University of Pennsylvania. These two large-scale, multidisciplinary centers are part of the Institute's nationwide effort authorized 2 years ago by the Congress to expand research and increase the number of physician-scientists in anesthesiology patient care, research, and teaching.
The grant to Harvard will support coordinated activities at the Beth Israel Hospital, the Boston City Hospital, the Children's Hospital Medical Center, the Massachusetts General Hospital, and the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital. The objective is to establish at Harvard Medical School a center of excellence in anesthesiology training and research. This center will be based on the facilities of the participating Harvard teaching hospitals and on expanded multidisciplinary cooperation. Research and training will receive equal emphasis, and all efforts will be directed toward improved, scientific patient care.
The research effort will emphasize studies relevant to anesthesia and the sciences on which anesthesiology is based, to pain problems, and to circulatory and respiratory care. This effort will take the fullest advantage of advanced technology and interdisciplinary cooperation, involving internists, surgeons, pharmacologists, physiologists, chemists, psychologists, statisticians, engineers, and systems analysts. Through all its activities the center hopes to identify, define, and remove obstacles to broader application of advanced care to patients.
Anesthesiology, as is all medicine, is faced with a shortage of physicians as well as other health personnel. In addition to training more workers, the center will provide scientific means for the continuous evaluation of the quality of care and the optimum use of physician and other manpower.
